
 

 

SALT SHAKER                                                 Sunday Morning Worship               

December 2011                                                                              8:30a.m. & 11:00a.m. Worship 
December 4   ~   12:00p.m. 10th Graders & Mentor                                    9:30a.m. Coffee & Fellowship     
December 7   ~   7:00p.m. 10th Graders & Mentor                                      9:45a.m.  Sunday School        
                             7:00p.m. WELCA Meeting 
December 8   ~   2:00p.m. Esther Circle                                                    Holy Communion is celebrated on     
December 11 ~   12:00p.m. 10th Graders & Mentor                               the first and third Sunday of the month  
December 13  ~   7:00p.m. Church Council                                                    
December 14 ~   6:00p.m. Weds. School Christmas Program                     Wednesday Schedule            
                            7:00p.m. 10th Graders & Mentor                                     4:00p.m. Wednesday School 
December 18  ~  11:00a.m. Sunday School Christmas Program                5:00p.m. Supper 
December 21  ~   No Wednesday Activites                                              6:00p.m. Worship  
                             6:00p.m “Blue Christmas Worship”                               Confirmation as scheduled                               
December 24  ~  Christmas Eve                                                                 
                             Worship @ 4:00p.m. & 6:00p.m. w/communion                                                          
December 25  ~  Christmas Day 
                             Worship @ 10:00a.m. w/communion 
December 26  ~  Office Closed 
December 28 ~   No Wednesday Activities or Worship 
January 1      ~   Worship @ 10:00a.m. w/communion 
                            No Sunday School 
January 4     ~    Wednesday Activities Resume 
 
                             ALL ARE WELCOME---FRIEND AND STRANGER!!! 
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The salt shaker 
Our Savior’s Lutheran Church  

      612 14th Avenue NE, Devils Lake, North  Dakota ~~ December, 2011 
We are a caring family of God’s children growing in faith, spreading His word, and doing 

His work in the community and beyond. 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

 
I can smell the banana bread baking.  I can hear the Christmas carols playing.  

I can feel the weather changing. I already tasted the cookies which I was supposed 
to save for the party.  And I can see the lights in the box still waiting for me to put 
them up. Ah Christmas...it affects all our senses.  I still get as excited for Christmas 
as I did when I was a child.  Maybe it is the gathering of family or maybe it is the 
practice of giving or maybe it is just the “spirit” of Christmas. Who knows?  But, 
whatever it is...I thank God for it. 

 
I also know how stressful this Christmas season will be for some of you who 

have lost a loved one this year, those of you who think your family is the most   
“dysfunctional” family in the world, and for those of you who will be alone this 
Christmas holiday.  

  
Whether you are looking forward to Christmas or you are dreading its 

coming, I have Good News for both groups of you.  Jesus is not found in the places 
which the world leads you to, but rather Jesus is found in the direction God points 
us to.  Let’s look into the manger where God decided to send His son into the 
world.  Here we find a young teenage couple traveling to a small town on the 
outskirts of nowhere.  They arrived at their destination without any family, in 
unfamiliar territory, tired and vulnerable from a long journey, only to discover they 
are not welcome in this foreign place.  The rooms are full and so Joseph and Mary 
with their unborn child, are forced to suffer the humiliation of the birthing their of 
first born son in cattle’s feed trough, a manger.   

This then is how The Almighty God of the Universe decides on ushering His 
only begotten son into the world. Does this incarnation of God seem little strange to 



 

 

you?  It is not like any other incarnation of a God that has ever been recorded in 
history.  At the manger, instead of smelling bread baking, we smell the aroma of 
what cattle deposit in a barn. Instead of hearing Christmas carols we hear, “You are 
not welcome here!” Instead of feeling a change of weather, we feel the pains of a 
mother birthing.  Instead of tasting fresh baked cookies, we taste the weariness of a 
long journey. And instead of seeing strings of Christmas lights, we see the shining 
of a star in the East.  When we look for Jesus in the smells, the hearing, the feeling, 
the tasting and the sight of the world’s symbols of Christmas, we run the risk of 
missing Jesus completely.  Rather to experience Jesus we merely point ourselves in 
the direction God is pointing us: to the lowliness, the smallness and the humbleness 
of the manger. 

 
My suggestion to you during this Advent season of preparation for the coming 

of God’s son Jesus is not to get too stressed out attempting to bake the prefect meal 
or get worried about who is or is not coming to dinner or increase your blood 
pressure over whether you’ve got a loved one the most appropriate gift, but rather 
take some time, just a moment for yourself,  to smell, hear, feel, taste and see Jesus 
in the lowliness, the smallest and meekest places of life - for that’s how God chose 
to come into the world and that’s how God continues to be sensed in the world. 
 

Have a great Advent and a Merry Christmas, 
 

 
                                                                                                                                               
~Pastor Jamie  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 

5: 15 Girl Scouts 4pm Girl Scouts 

4 Worship @ 8:30 &llam 5 6 7 3:30pm Weds. School 8 9 10 
w/commuruon 7pm Church 5pm Supper 2pm Esther Circle 
9:30am Fellowship Council 6pm Worship 
9:45am Sunday School 7pm WELCA Meeting 
12pm 10th Grade & Mentor 7pm 10th Grade & Mentor 

11 12 13 14 3:30pm Weds. School 15 16 17 
Worship @ 8:30 &11am 5pm Supper 
9:30am Fellowship 6pm Wednesday School 
9:45am Sunday School .Christmas Program 
12pm 10th Grade & Mentor 7pm 10th Grade & Mentor 

18 Worship @ 8:30 & 19 20 21 22 23 24 
11 am Christmas Program No Wednesday Activities Christmas Eve 

w/communion Worship @ 4pm and 
9:30am Fellowship 6pm "Blue Christmas" 6pm w/communion 
9:45am Sunday School Worship 

25 

Christmas Day 

lOam Worship wi 
communion 

26 

Office Closed 

27 28 

No Wednesday 

Activities or Worship 

29 30 31 

Wednesdays 
9am Quilting 
Spm Choir Practice 

-­



, 
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God knows what 

year-freedom 
from our sins. 

Thy King-
dam Come 

Though we count 
the days to his 
coming, God is 
not bound by 

2 Peter 3:8- 74 

WeAre 
Cailed 

Mary was blessed 

to ceceive the 
mi"ion of catty­
ing God within 
her. 

Luke I :46-54 

De,pite the 
sinfulness of 
David 's line, God 
remained faithful 

generations. 

Luke 7:26-38 

In addition to 
ff1 	 decking your 

halls to welcome 
Jesus, go to hisi house and learn 
his ways. 

Isaiah 2.7-5 

On the Roof 

Whether you 
come bearing 
gifts or bring 
others to the 
blessing, God is 
glorified in it. 

LUke 5: 17-26 

. 
around you today 
and listen to 
what God prom-I ises in the Word. 

Luke 7. 5-25 

I Heaven and 
Earth 

God's wisdom is 

,hown both in 
. Je,u,"nd in the 

family that cared 
for him. 

M atthew 7: 78-25 

I Speechle" 
Quiet the voices 

r'\..B~y 

Jesus rules like 
no other-he 
aims only to 
bring peace and 
justice. 

Psalm 72 

Christmas 
Caroling 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall 

come to thee ... 

and heaven and 

nature sing! 


Psalm 96: 7-3,70-/3 

Si ng Out 

Lord, may every 
word that comes 
from my mouth 
today give you 
glory and praise. 

Ps. 34:2-7, 77-7 9, 23 

Mode! of 
Generosity 

Jesus is the most 
deserving of 
Christmas gifts, 
yet he gives ev­
erything to us. 

Psalm 24. 7-6 

U'IU"I..U ~I!.y 

As we feast with 
friends and fam­
;Iy, pray God's 
kingdom comes 
to earth. 

Matthew 75_·29-37 

Be Stii! 

Weary of all the 
season's activ­
ity already? Find 
yow' rest in the 
presence of the 
Lord. 

Isa iah 40 -25-3 7 

• 	God With Us 

Jesus is that 
one, special gift 
you have always 
wanted but never 
e'pected. Re­
ceive him today. 

15. 45 :6-8, 78, 27 -25 

. Sharing Joy 

Are friends and 
family coming 
your way? Cel­
ebl-ate and share 
the Good News 
together. 

Luke 7.39-45 

DECEMBER 

Wishing 

The greatest 
Christmas gift is 
the joy of build­
ing one's home 
on faith in Christ. 

Matthew 7:21 , 24-27 

.. Follow Him 

John humbled 
himself and 
pointed the way 
to Jesus. This 
alone is what 
makes him great. 

M atthew 77: 77 -15 

Desire of 
Natiol1ls 

What are you 
looking for 7 /1. 
sparkling scene?IA "ng?The Son 
of God? 

Luke 7.'24-30 

Giving Back 

Think of how God 
has answered 
your prayers. 
What can you 
offer him in 
thanksgiving? 

I Samuel 1:24-28 

\!:! 

May each t w in-
klin ';J light, each 
glow ing candle, 
~Fant you the 
comfort of God's 
protection. 

Psalnl 27:7, 4, 73-14 
-~"i~fiii 

ignore the 
Appeal fCjl110e 

Look beyond the 
seasonal surface 

I 	 and see the 
~ peace, hope and 
i joy beneath it. 

iVlailhew 77.16-19 fij P, alm 80 .2-3. 

Ail Are 
Wekome 

Make a place for 
the outcast and 
!onely in your 
prayer and wor­
ship th is Advent. 

<! lhe Uving 
God 

Lord, help me to 
bring your mercy 
and justice to 

.I the world all year 
' 	 long. 

Psalm 25:4-5, 8-7 0,74 

Earth 

God's kingdom 

arrives w hen 


. bounty, heal­
ing and w isdom 
corne to all. 

Isaiah JO: 79-2 1, 2.3 -26 

iJe,u" ,on of 
Abraham, son 

. 	of Isa.ac, son of _ 
Jacob. is L')rd a i­
aiL 

God rnakes his 
hom,? am onc] us 
tonight, d rawing 
near as a shep ­
hel-ci to his flock. 

2 Samuel 7: 7-'5, 8 -76 

SeekHim-Go outtosee yoLlrLord,~j,ds~~i'or/fo~hewfiYr.¢veal hihlselft9 you, and you shall return rejoicing, 



 

 

December Birthdays 
 
 
 
 
                           
Ruth Swanson                1 
Barb Wahl                      1 
Lisa Sigette                    3 
Logan Kraft                   3 
Tiffany Peterson            4 
Cindy Halvorson            4 
Darlene Schoenfish        5 
Ty Ploium                      5 
Kim Soper                      6 
Kaitlyn Halvorson         6 
Natalie Hawley              7 
Sue Dahl                        7 
Danielle Kraft               10 
Helen Carlson                10 
Inga Krantz                    10 
Doug Darling Jr.            10 
Shane Diseth                  10 
Danielle Henke Grant    11 
Max Desai                      12 
Heidi Becker                  12 
Gabby Tangedal             12 
Lucas Wakefield            13 
Dan Johnson                  14 
Mary Ann Holsinger      14 
Nathan Myhre                15 
Brandt Wolf                   15 
Drew Longie                  15 
Bonny Kleinsasser         16 
Rykk Nicholls                16 
Kathy Martin                 16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Gabby Hanson               17 
Susie Krantz                   18 
Darcie Swinland            19 
Tanya Harkness             19 
Robert Swinland            20 
Mary Howen                  21 
Tanner Paine                  21 
Trevor Stromme             21 
Espenn Johnson             22 
Anders Johnson             22 
Garland Sagen                22 
Leonard Lien                  22 
Paul Johnson                  22 
Anders Johnson             22 
Espenn Johnson             22 
Cole Bieber                    24 
Rick Hochhalter             24 
Jenessa Rohrer               25 
Trysten Parrish              26 
Zachary Ohma               26 
Linda Brusven                27 
Jim  Mertens                  27 
Nicolas Almen               27 
Bob Bye                         28 
Amanda McMullen        28 
Clark Steinhaus              29 
Kim Perkuhn                  29 
Owen Becker                 29 
Josh Widmer                 30 
Scott Hawley                  30 
Hunter Fee                     30 
 

 
 
 
 

 



Our Saviors Lutheran Church Council Minutes 

October 11,2011 


THOSE IN ATTENDANCE: Pastor Jamie, Darlene Brown, John Martin, Luke Wavra, Wayne Brandt, Al 
Knutt 
THOSE ABSENT: Barb Wahl, Carson Byram & Rick Senger 
President called the meeting to order. 
John Martin approved the agenda, Pastor Jamie seconded it, motion carried. 

CONGRETATIONAL INPUT: Sandi Christofferson 
* Sandi Christofferson is taking a 6 session class at the Congregational Leadership Academy at 
Concordia College in Moorhead, MN. Classes started in June and includes the Eastern ND & Western 
MN Synod. Sandi discussed with the council the topic of evangelism. She had a handout on how to 
approach evangelism. How do welcome people at our church. How do we prepare our congregation and 
what should be our mission at Our Saviors Lutheran Church 

SECRETARY'S REPORT: John Martin made a motion to accept the minutes as amended, Jason Fee 
seconded; motion carried. 

TREASURER'S REPORT: John Martin 
* Our offerings are up $1,100 compared to last year at this time, expenses were up by $3,600 for October 
from last year mainly due to a payroll tax credit that was received last year. 
* John is expecting October through December to be good giving months. 
* For informational purposes only a biblical giving chart is to be put in Salt Shaker that shows the 
suggested tithing chart 
'" Simply Giving is constantly increasing 
'" 2012 budget wil1 be done by next month 
*Al Knutt made a motion to approve the bills and Jason Fee seconded; motion canied. 

MINISTRY REPORTS 
ADULT EDUCATION: Allan Knutt - No report. Al will be gone for 5 months down south and is asking to be 
replaced. Is was discussed to leave Al on the council through January 2012 

CARE AND CONCERN: Carson Byram absent but discussed pictures with John Martin. Pictures went fine 

for church directory. Pictures need to be arranged and we need church council pictures. 


FAITH AND FELLOWSHIP: Wayne Brandt 

*The Fall Supper went well 

*It was discussed to try to find a chair person one month in advance. 

LONG RANGE PLANNING: Luke Wavra- no report. 

PROPERTY: Jason Fee 

*The proposal from Mike Nelson for snow removal was discussed and Jason Fee made a motion to 

approve the proposal and John Martin 

*Jason will call Bev Bonzer regarding painting 
"'Down spouts - table for Spring - Every contractor is busy 
*Painting of west door - this needs to get done 
*Old brick sign - it was discussed to demolish before snow falls and put up a street lantern sign 



STEWARDSHIP: Darlene Brown. Arika Johnson from Thrivent Financial is hard to get a hold of but will 
keep calling her to give a presentation for Wednesday and Sunday church services 

WORSHIP: Rick Senger - no report. It was discussed that we need to actively seek a replacement for the one 
year remaining for worship 

EDUCATIONNOUTH: Barb Wahl- absent for October meeting but sent an October report to the council 
* Sunday school enrollment is at 22 vs 33 for Wednesday school 
* We are down about 15 students from last year, as we had such a large group that moved from 6th to i h 

grade 
* Confirmation classes are being held for 6th & i h grade for 8 weeks Oct-Nov. Confirmation classes for 
8th & 9th will be held for 8 weeks after the New Year 
* Sunday school materials were ordered for this fall 

PASTOR'S REPORT: Pastor Jamie Desai. 
* Rally Sunday went well and the only concern was neither 8:30 am nor Wednesday worshippers (with 
the exception of the Martins) participated because of the time. 
* The 6th & 7th grade confirmation began with a retreat at Red Willow. Out of 35 people there was 20 
that attended. This was considered a success especially for the first time we tried it. Pastor Jamie will 
be meeting with the 10th graders and their mentors on the 23 rd to begin their program. 
*25 letters to perspective families was sent out and 4 families became members. The Nelson's, Otto' s, 
Hoeltl's and Swinland's. 
*Sandi Christofferson continues to attend classes at Concordia in Moorhead and Pastor Jamie is 
mentoring her. They meet twice a month 
*Pastor Jamie will be on vacation Sunday October 30th 

. No communion for Sunday October 30th 
. 

*Pastor Jamie has been seeing a therapist for over a year and this Fall Pastor Jamie's team of health 
professionals said he is as close to 100% as he will ever be. Therefore it is not necessary that Pastor 
Jamie needs to see a counselor. Pastor Jamie will forever be on one type of medication. Pastor Jamie 
wants to thank everyone who has been praying for himself and his family. 

DIRECTOR OF YOUTH AND FAMILY MINISTRY: Mike Orness, no report. 

*Mike has teachers for all classrooms except for 3-4 grade on Wednesday. Mike is teaching this class just like 

last year. Randi Widmer is helping with music on Sundays and Mike continues to do a large group opening and 

closing with the kids on Wednesday. 


*Spark Online is being utilized for Lectionary and Classroom lessons. This give the teachers the ability 
to print all lessons from home as well as lesson prep videos and background help. 3rd grade bibles and 
kindergarten bibles will be coming in a week. The Olson family donated the bibles in memory of Anne 
Britsch. 
*National Youth Gathering is July 18-22,2012 in New Orleans. This group just finished the silent 
auction which raised $1,400. This group meets the third Sunday of the month. The youth also have that 
day to serve fellowship, greet, & read. 10 kids are committed for the trip along with deposits last week. 
*Materials has been ordered to prep the youth for bible studies. Questions for Life is the title and are 
based on each of the 4 gospels. Mike would like these bible studies to be weekly, and is trying to work 
on a date other than Wednesday or will start these after confirmation is done. No adult studies planned 
at this time. 
*P] and Mike are halfway into 6-ih grade confirmation. The Red Willow retreat was great and the kids 
loved it. 
*Mike continues to post daily scripture and Prayer of the Week on Facebook. 



Youth & Family Ministry News 

Our Saviors Lutheran Church 

DECEMBER 2011 
————————————————————————————— 

REMEMBER - JESUS IS THE REASON FOR THE SEASON 
————————————————————————————— 

2012 NEW ORLEANS YOUTH GATHERING NEWS 
Youth are selling Pizza Corner pizza through December 4th! 

Contact one of the youth to order your pizza!! 
Tristen Shelton ‐ Randii Widmer ‐ Kara Schuh ‐ Mariah Fixen ‐ Sarah Johnson 

Chris Fixen ‐ Eric Nelson ‐ Andrew Whalen ‐ Amanda Sigette  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

8th - 9th Grade CONFIRMATION  
Starts in January!!! Keep an eye on the mail for your letter! 

===================================================== 
THE 2012 SCHOOL YEAR!! 
We are looking for some help with some volunteers for Wednesday 
School from 3:45 to 5:00 PM. We need snack prep and snack servers 
along with room monitors. If you can help, please contact Mike. 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS 

December 14th - Wednesday School Christmas program at 6:00 PM 
December 18th - Sunday School Christmas program at 11:00 PM 

Sunday Program Practice on December 17th at 10 AM w/ snacks 
+++++++++++++============+++++++++++++=============+++++++++++++++ 
TURKEY BASKETS - This was a huge success, thank you to everyone that do-

nated items, we packed 30 baskets and delivered them to those in need. 
-=-=-=-=-=—=-=-==-==-=====-=-=-=-=——-=====—-=-==-=-==-=-==-=— 

ADVENT DEVOTIONS 
There will be weekly devotional handouts available every Sunday though 
the Advent season. These will also be used within our worship services. 
Please take them home and use them during your family’s devotion time. 

**************************************++++++******************************** 
A BLESSING TO GIVE TO OTHERS 

May God’s gift of Jesus bring peace and joy to you. May Jesus come into your 
heart this Christmas. Amen.  

—————————————————————————————————————— 
PRAY ~ PRAY ~ PRAY ~ PRAY ~ PRAY ~ PRAY ~ PRAY ~ PRAY ~ PRAY ~ PRAY 

óóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóóó 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS 
Place figures from a Christmas nativity set (e.g. wise men, shepherds, 
Mary, Joseph, animals) throughout your home. During this week, 
move them closer to the manger. Have Mary and Joseph arrive first, 
followed by the shepherds and wise men. Last of all, place Jesus in 
the manger (on Christmas Eve or Christmas Day). 

Contact: Office 662-5112 
Mike Orness cell: 351.3281 
youth@oursaviorsdevilslake.org 
 
Sunday Schedule 
8:30 AM Worship 
9:45 Sunday School 
11:00 AM Worship 
 
Wednesday Schedule 
3:30 Wednesday School 
5:00 Supper 
6:00 Worship 
 
====================== 

Scripture 

Always be joyful and 
never stop praying. 
Whatever happens, 
keep thanking God 
because of Jesus 
Christ. This is what 
God wants you to do. 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18  
 
 
 

PARK RIVER BIBLE CAMP 
www.parkriverbiblecamp.org 

RED WILLOW BIBLE CAMP 
www.redwillowbiblecamp.org 
METIGOSHE MINISTRIES 

www.metigosheministries.com 
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