
BE. THE. CHURCH.
B Y  P A S T O R  T O M

When I first came to North Dakota to interview with
you all, as well as attend the synod assembly, I was
apprehensive about going because it was not only new
to me, but also because it was a marker that ordained
ministry was finally becoming a reality, And yet I also
had this sense of confidence that God was leading me
into a future that would allow Emily and I to flourish as
a couple, as professionals, as coaches, and also as
people of God. Looking back over the past five years
we have been with you, all of this came true. 
 
So as my family prepares for our next call at
some point this summer, I want to lift up two questions
that helped ground me and expand my imagination of
what God was up to. Interestingly enough, they came
from that synod assembly I attended.

 
Are we called to be leaders of an institution or leaders of a

movement?
 Are we settled or are we sent?

 
 

O U R  S A V I O R ' S  I S  H O P I N G  T O

R E O P E N  F O R  W O R S H I P  O N

J U N E  7 T H . S T A Y  T U N E D  F O R

T H E  F O R M A T  A N D  F U R T H E R

I N F O R M A T I O N  V I A  O U R

F A C E B O O K ,  E M A I L ,  A N D

W E B S I T E .  
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612 14th Ave. NE Devils Lake, ND 58301
www.oursaviorsdevilslake.org

 
All are Welcome - Connecting People to God, People to People, and People to Mission

Call Ahead office Hours
Wednesdays 9am-11am



PRAYER CHAIN

 

MEMORIALS

 

OUR SAVIOR'S FINANCES
2 0 2 0  B U D G E T  $ 1 8 6 , 9 5 0 . 0 0

N E E D E D  M O N T H L Y  $ 1 5 , 5 7 9 . 1 7

 

Mary Halldorson
Ella Fernandez    
Tracy DeCory       
Claudia Stoe       
Liz Nelson
Derrel Britsch
Char Burthold
 
If you would like to include
someone on the Prayer Chain,
please contact the church office
at oslcoffice@gondtc.com

Date               Online Views
May 3                    381                       
May 10                  413                        
May 17                  410                                  
May 24                  480
May 31                  421
 
Cash/Check: $8,025.00
Memorials: $60.00
Simply Giving: $2,815.00
Online: $398.20
Total $11,298.20
Hope Center $20.00
 
Total Given through April: $71,371.42
Total Needed through April: $77,895.85
 
For more information about the Simply
Giving program, contact the church office at
oslcoffice@gondtc.com or 701-662-5112.

Our Savior's Council
Brad Benton - President, Property
Jared Schlenker - Vice President, Outreach
Devyn Halvorson - Secretary, Youth
Luke Wavra - Treasurer
Melissa Pavek - Care and Concern,
Communication
Kari Kempel- Worship
Char Burthold - Faith and Fellowship
Pastor Tom Westcott - The Church

Esther Stave
By: Jay & Joycelyn Hagen

Bruce Karlstad
By: Jay & Joycelyn Hagen

Oliver Johnson
By: Curt & Shannon Teigen

Dr. Ernie & Beryl Gilberton
By: Loren & Jodi Nelson

Jim Thompson
By: Don & Rubie Brintnell
By: Paul & Amy Thompson Family
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BE. THE. CHURCH.
CONT.
F R O M  P A G E  1

Both of these are related, yet different. The
first was asked to former Bishop Terry
Brandt by the former Chicago Area Synod
Bishop Wayne Miller when Brandt asked for
advice. This question forces us to ask if we
are keeping alive the building and traditions
that have little to do with a new and
changing world. It asks us if we are
keeping a ho-hum status or if we are being a
life changing presence, the good news of
Christ. If we are the church, here and now,
we need to be leaders of a movement. A
movement that proclaims life and death, the
good news of Christ, and the restoration of
creation
 
The second was asked by the keynote
speaker, Rev. Nancy Nyland (Director of
Evangelical Mission for the Indiana-Kentucky
Synod). It wonders in our leading of the
church and in the life of discipleship
if we are pushed outside of our contextual
comforts, past our own horizons if you will,
and into the world or not. When we find
ourselves settled we must discern whether
we are ignoring the Spirit's luring into the
needs of creation. When we find ourselves
sent we are filled with the Spirit and gifted
to act.
 

CHANCEL AREA
AND CROSS
FUNDRAISER
UPDATE

 

 
At the current time Our Savior's has
decided to continue the repair of the
chancel floor, however we are moving
slower than we had hoped. While we are
financially sound at the current time, we
are being conservative in our approach to  
getting this project completed. 
 
We are hoping to have the chancel floor
completed in the month of June. However,
the cross fundraiser is also on hold for the
time being. 
 
If there is any change, the congregation
will be notified via email, website, and
Facebook. 
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As Our Savior’s enters a time of transition in
a very different world than a few months ago,
I pray that you ponder these two questions.
And then, go out and be the church. Don’t
just settle for what has been done in the
past, lean into your callings and be the
church for the sake of our neighbors.
 
Peace,
Pastor Tom
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What's Next!???
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, we at Our Savior’s are experiencing an upheaval felt by the entire
world.  Now we’re about to see changes in our church leadership, too.  It’s a lot to handle, without a
doubt.  
 
Change may increase anxiety and stress, but in faith we can choose to see it as an opportunity for
growth.  Perhaps it’s a chance to broaden our concept of what meaningful worship and fellowship
can look like.  Maybe we could stretch our e-muscles a bit as we learn to use technology to enrich
our spiritual lives, or to share kindness and light with a suffering world. 
 
We’ve already seen growth at Our Savior’s, as we have quickly learned to offer online worship, faith
practices, giving, and updates.  We’ve adjusted office hours, worked from home, implemented new
cleaning protocols, and researched best practices to keep us safe.  Change can be good.  
 
Soon we’ll begin some form of in-person worship here at the church.  Soon we’ll have someone new
leading us in worship.  Although it will be wonderful to gather together again, we’ll be called to
accept and embrace a new and different worship experience, one which will slowly evolve into
something more familiar.     
 
As we journey together, we encourage you to follow the practices below, which will help to steady us
through this time of many changes:
 
Pray.  The list is long, but that’s OK.  God is listening; God is faithful; God is with us through all of
this.  Always remember to recognize and give thanks for the good in each day. 
 
Stay in touch with your church family.  We’ll use Facebook, our website (and calendar), emails, the
newsletter, and mail to keep you informed of our progress, events, and guidelines.  The church
voicemail message is another way for you to learn of our current status. 
 
Follow our guidelines.  Please know that we take into consideration the latest recommendations
from the CDC, the State of North Dakota, and the synod regarding safe church gatherings.  As we
begin to come together again, we ask that you please follow our current guidelines so that all will
feel comfortable when they participate in church activities.  Check the sources listed above to stay
current.
 
Come to worship as you are able, and rejoice in our time together!  Remember that some may
choose not to attend for reasons of which you have no knowledge, and they're making the right
decision for themselves, just as you are.  God loves us and hears us, no matter where or how we
worship.  Please keep in your prayers those not able to join us in person.

kbs



YOUTH NEWS
W R I T T E N  B Y  M E G A N  W A S N E S S

 

 
 

 

Youth Gathering
Update
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At this time, the 2021 Youth Gathering has
made no changes; however, the ELCA has
put out the following statement:
 
Gathering staff and leadership continue to
monitor COVID-19 recommendations and
trends from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention, state governments, our host
city and venues, and meeting planner
organizations. We know this crisis will impact
the ministry of the Gathering, but at this time
we are unsure exactly how. We are currently
working through a variety of scenarios. 
 
We will continue to stay tuned to Gathering
social media and website for updates, and
we will update the congregation when we
know of any changes. 
 
 

 
 

 

Devils Run 
Pancake Breakfast
The 2020 Devils Run event has been
cancelled, so our pancake breakfast that
occurs in conjunction with the event will also
be cancelled. 
 
 

Vacation Bible School
Camp Metigoshe has made the decision to
cancel all of their summer day camps this
year.
 
Unfortunately that means that our Vacation
Bible School program cannot run as planned. 
 
In lieu of our traditional Vacation Bible
School, we will be doing a TAKE HOME VBS
with some parking lot activities also taking
place during the week. 
 

July 13-16
 

More information to come soon! 
 

A Note to the 2020
Graduates
This year's graduating class holds a special
place in my heart. 
 
They were my first group of 7th graders at
CMS, and I taught many of them as 8th
graders as well. 
 
They were 6th graders in Faith Formation
when I became the Faith Formation director
at Our Savior's, so I have watched them grow
into their faith for many years. 
 
I am so proud of all of you, and I can't wait to
see what the future holds for all of you. Keep
a positive attitude in life and you will find
happiness and success!



Our Savior’s Council Meeting Minutes
May 12, 2020

 
Call to Order: Jared called the meeting to order at 5:37pm.
 
Members Present: Tom Westcott, Devyn Halvorson, Megan Wasness, Luke Wavra, Jared
Schlenker, Kari Kempel, Char Burthold
Members Absent: Brad Benton
 
Opening Devotion/Prayer: What are you looking forward to this summer?
 
Approval of Agenda: Kari made a motion to approve the agenda. Luke seconded. Motion
carried.
 
Visitors and Communication: NA
 
Approval of Minutes:  Pastor Tom motioned to approve the minutes. Melissa seconded.
Motion carried.
 
Treasurer’s Report: Report through March is available only as we were working out the
process of reporting and reconciling our online giving. April and May should be available at the
next meeting. Important to note: part of the income and expense last month was the
insurance payout for Service Master Clean after the altar fire totaling $12,743.91. March
Income $29,201. March Expenses $26,106.72. Cash at end of March $22,680.98.
 
Approval of Bills: Melissa motioned to approve this month’s bills. Kari seconded. Motion
carried.
 
Pastor’s Report: 

- Zoom has been utilized for a few meetings and confirmation.
- Online worship has been improving with the help of Lynsey Rohrer
- Few baptism requests. Have agreed to a private baptism with up to 10 people
- Notification of resignation. Letter will be sent to congregation. Timeline TBD.

 
Youth Director’s Report: 

- Lessons are ending this week.
- VBS is still scheduled. Camp Metigoshe has not cancelled anything as of May 12th. 
- Youth Gathering fundraising is behind schedule due to the pandemic.There is ditch
cleaning needed so that could be a fundraising option for families.
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Our Savior’s Council Meeting Minutes Continued
May 12, 2020

 
Old Business:

- Chancel Floor Update: The squaring of the steps has begun.
 

New Business:
- Lawn Mowing: Todd Lambrect submitted a proposal lawn mowing at OSLC. Jared
motioned to approve. Char seconded. Motion carried.
- Family and Community Funds Gift from a Member: A thousand dollars has been given
to the church to disperse to those in need of some financial assistance. 
- Paycheck Protection Program Loan: OSLC has received funds from this program
through First Community Credit Union. Funds will be available once our account is set
up and monies will be utilized for payroll and other approved expenses as dictated by
the loan regulations.
- Reopening Our Savior’s: Kari and Tom will work on formulating guidelines for when
we do decide to open.
 

Ministry Reports:
Outreach: Synod Council will meet next week to discuss how to conduct the 2020 Synod
Assembly
Worship: NA
Care and Concern: NA
Property: NA
Faith and Fellowship: NA
Youth: NA
 

Important Dates:  Possible VBS July 13-16
 
We Salute You: Discovery Preschool cleaned out the nursery of broken toys.
 
Communion Dates TBD
 
Next Meeting: June 9, 2020 at 5:30pm
 
Lord’s Prayer
 
Meeting Adjourned: 6:30pm
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